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Aircraft, Annex 10 — Aeronautical Telecommunications and Annex 11 — Air Traffic Services, have been 
amended on a cycle of less than three years (frequently amended once per calendar year). 

2.2 The realization of a future globally interoperable air traffic management system, as 
envisioned by the fourth edition of ICAO’s Global Air Navigation Plan (GANP), will necessitate the 
development and rollout of ICAO provisions that are packaged in such a way as to foster implementation. 
Hence, rather than Annexes 3, 6, 10, 11 and others being on amendment cycles that are often out-of-phase 
with each other, it is intended that ICAO will develop and rollout amendments to the ICAO provisions 
that are in-phase with each other, particularly for those technical disciplines that will underpin the 
regulatory and operational improvements envisioned by the GANP including air traffic management, 
flight operations, communications, navigation and surveillance, aeronautical information management, 
aerodromes and ground aids, and aeronautical meteorology. To this end, the annexes involved, including 
Annex 3, and PANS are intended to transition to a two-year amendment cycle from 2016. The availability 
of supporting guidance and other material would align with this two-year cycle. 

2.3 Through an approved, integrated air navigation work programme, it is intended to 
provide all concerned stakeholders with clear visibility of what SARPs, PANS, guidance material, 
training aids, etc. are needed and are to be expected to be available as part of packaged ICAO deliverables 
in years 2016, 2018 and every two years thereafter in order to realize the regulatory and operational 
improvements envisioned by the GANP. 

2.4 As stated, many Member States experience difficulty in keeping pace with frequent 
amendments to Annexes, in particular those that are amended once per calendar year. Likewise, less 
frequent amendments to Annexes, such as those that are amended only once every three years, may be 
considered to not be keeping pace with the global and regional civil aviation developments taking place. 
Hence, a transition to a two-year amendment cycle for certain Annexes, including Annex 3, is considered 
a justified compromise between amending too often and amending not often enough. A two-year 
amendment cycle for Annex 3 (and future PANS-MET) would ensure that amendments to the MET-
related provisions coincide with amendments to provisions in other related annexes, thereby serving to 
promote broad, system-wide implementation. 

2.5 It is worthwhile noting that even with Annex 3 (and future PANS-MET) on a two-year 
amendment cycle, this does not necessarily mean that there would be a major amendment every two 
years. It could, for example, be the case that every other amendment is major and intervening 
amendments are minor. As a further measure to ease the burden on States, additional flexibility is being 
considered concerning the period between the adoption and applicability of annex amendments which 
could be expected to allow longer lead times in cases where there is no immediate safety impact and no 
dependent provisions in other Annexes. 

2.6 The meeting may wish to note that, in principle, a two year amendment cycle to Annex 3 
could be expected to ease the coordination process between the aeronautical requirements and the 
associated aeronautical meteorological code/information changes that would be required to be pursued 
through the WMO Commission for Basic Systems (CBS), since CBS has an approval cycle linked to an 
even number of years. 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this paper. 
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